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What is Special Education?

• Individuals with  
Disabilities Act (IDEA)

• Ages 0–22
• Free
• Service, not a place
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Parental Rights

• Special Education Rights of
Parents and Children under
IDEA Part B

• http://inet2.cde.ca.gov/cmd/t
ranslatedparentaldoc.aspx?
docid=759-768

3

http://inet2.cde.ca.gov/cmd/translatedparentaldoc.aspx?docid=759-768


Interpreters

• Parents have a right to  
have an interpreter  
present at all meetings  
involving their child

• Not a family member but  
someone trained to  
provide this service to  
you
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The Elephant

• Snake
• Rope
• Wall
• Tree
• Fan
• Spear
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Team

Parents are part of a team working together to support  
your child’s access to a quality education.
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Turn to the person next to you and tell them  
three things you have learned so far.
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Possible Answers

• Federal Law IDEA
• Parent Rights: written document
• Interpreters
• Ages 0–22
• Free
• Service, not a place
• Part of a team
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Infants and Toddlers: Early Start

• For ages 0–3 (2.5)
• Regional Centers
• Doctors
• Clinics
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What to Look For?

• Vision
• Hearing
• Speaking
• Physical milestones
• Behavior
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Reasons for Concern

http://www.dds.ca.gov/EarlyStart/index.cfm 11

http://www.dds.ca.gov/EarlyStart/index.cfm


May Need Special Help
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What Things Should I Look For?

• Vision
• Hearing
• Speaking
• Physical milestones
• Behavior
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Preschoolers

• 3 years to 5 years
• Special Education Local  

Plan Area (SELPA)
• County office of  

education
• Local school district
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Checking In

1. Early Start for newborns
2. Services to age 22
3. SELPA can help families with questions
4. Services can start in kindergarten
5. Be concerned about a child who is not talking
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School-Age Children

• Transitional  
Kindergarten to High  
School

• Local school
• School district
• SELPA
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What is a Disability in Education?

• Specific learning disability  
(SLD)

• Speech and language  
impairments (SLI)

• Other health impairments  
(OHI)

• Cognitive impairment (CI)
• Autism (AUT)
• Emotional disturbance  

(ED)
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What Is A Disability in Education?

• Orthopedic impairment (OI)
• Hearing impairment (HI)
• Multiple disabilities
• Visual impairment (including  

blindness) (VI)
• Deaf
• Traumatic brain injury (TBI)
• Deaf-blind
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Who Might Attend a Meeting?

• Parent
• Interpreter
• Special education teacher
• General education teacher(s)
• Administrator
• EL expert (if the child is an  

English learner)
• Speech pathologist
• School psychologist
• Other, depending on the concerns
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The Process
Concerns
• Meet with classroom teacher(s)
• Develop a plan in regular class

Meet
• Continue plan or
• Continue plan and give permission to test

Results
• Meet to talk about test results
• Team determines eligibility for special services

Eligibility
• Yes, there is a disability affecting academic progress
• No, there is not a disability affecting academic progress
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Eligibility for Services
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Service Goals

• Reading
• Writing
• Math
• Speech/Language
• Organization
• Attendance
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Supreme Court Ruling, March 2017

Very important:
“More than the minimal benefit must be provided to  
students with disabilities. They must be assessed and  
schools need to provide meaningful services based on  
needs and abilities.”
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Information and Resources
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Parent Resources

• SELPAs
• Federal Parent Training  

and Information Centers
• State Family  

Empowerment Centers
• CDE Special Education  

Division
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California SELPAs
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California Parent Training and  
Information (PTI) Centers
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Family Empowerment Centers (FEC)
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/qa/caprntorg.asp#pti
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http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/qa/caprntorg.asp#pti
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CDE: Special Education Division

• CDE provides information and resources for  
parents regarding students between ages 3 and  
21 with disabilities and their educational rights.

• Toll-free Help Line: 800-926-0648; Weekdays,  
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

• Videophone Line: 916-374-7182 (deaf/hard of  
hearing); Weekdays, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

• E-mail: speceducation@cde.ca.gov

mailto:speceducation@cde.ca.gov


Important
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• Do not be afraid to ask questions.
• Make sure you have an interpreter at all scheduled  

meetings.
• Remember, teachers want to help you and your child.
• If you disagree with the results of the testing or the  

recommendations, work with local level before going to  
the SELPA or county office of education.

• Contact the parent agencies if you need assistance at  
any time.



Theresa Hawk, Education Programs Consultant  
Technical Assistance and Monitoring Office  

Thawk@cde.ca.gov
916-445-5657
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Contact

mailto:Thawk@cde.ca.gov
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